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Our Mission
We nurture and educate children
and their families . . .

Because children deserve our
best efforts . . .

We serve children of all levels
of ability, including children
with disabilities.

We celebrate diversity in all our
programs.

We recognize the family as the
best teacher and decision
maker for their children.

We embrace the community as
our partner in serving children.

Our Shared
Values

Barbara Mease, M. Div., BSRN
Executive Director

Rosalind Cutchins, B.S., M.S.
Program Director

Janet Owen, B.S., B.A.
Finance Director

Tamie Rittenhouse, M.S., CCC-SLP
Early Head Start Director

Anne Bruehl, Ph.D
Mental Health Director

Toni Johnson, M.A. Ed.
Early Childhood Education Director

G. Lee Taylor, B.A., Ed.
Franklin Childcare Coordinator

Shawn Singree, A.A.S.
Suffolk/Smithfield Childcare Coord.

Rachel Beale, MBA, DHR
Human Resources Manager

Jeffrey J. Zeigler, BA
Community Relations Coordinator

Children’s Center
Staff

Despite
delays in
getting the

construction going
for expansion of the
Early Head Start
program, things are

Remarks from Don

moving forward at a steady pace
and I am more excited than ever
about the future of the Children’s
Center.

In reading the Annual Report we
hope you will note we have
positioned this organization to
serve more families and positively
impact the lives of future

generations in Western Tidewater.
We are hopeful that in addition to

expanding Early Head Start, we can
also become the primary provider
of Head Start services in Western
Tidewater.

The Children’s Center continues
to provide quality programs that
help families achieve goals for their
children. The Board of Directors
continues its pledge to nurture and
educate children and families
throughout Western Tidewater in an
effort to improve the quality of life in
all communities we serve.

-- Donald T. Robertson
President, Board of Directors

Growing, Learning,
Changing

This coming
year brings
winds of

change to the
Children’s Center. 
We look forward to
the day the

renovation of the Suffolk Center will
be complete. The renovation is part
of the Early Head Start grant that has
enabled the Center to serve an
additional 108 children in the Early
Head Start program. The renovation
will make more center-based
services such as education, parent
training, staff education and
community involvement more
available. 

The Center is identifying ways to
collaborate with others to bring
positive growth in  our communities. 
We have been working with Smart
Beginnings Western Tidewater and

the Suffolk Early Childhood
Development Commission to
support our infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers as they get ready for
school. We know quality services
now will pay off with students eager
and ready to learn in the future. 

A focus on growth and change
has been good for the littlest
children in our community. We have
wonderful partners in growing
projects that include increased
services for children living in
poverty, for children with disabilities,
and for early care and education
providers to increase children’s
social and emotional growth. 

YOU have helped us grow!  We
thank each one of you for your
support.

-- Barbara S. Mease
Executive Director



Revenue and Expenditures

Program Statistics

Early Intervention

Pediatric Therapy

Texie Camp Marks
Childcare

Suffolk Center
Childcare

Early Head Start

Total Participating

Total Actual Children
(non-duplicated)

Total City of
Suffolk

City of
Franklin

Isle of Wight
County

Southampton
County Other

374 231 46 74 22 1

343 181 58 29 30

105

141

355

1,348

975

5

131

129

691

51

4

149

320

3

2

34

162

40

0

43

134

6

4

0

41

Revenue by Source

Expenditures by ProgramFederal Funds 68%
($3,390,733)

Fees 18% ($897,547)

Gifts 14% ($698,092)

Early Head Start 59%

Early Intervention 14%

Texie Camp Marks
Childcare 6%

2010-2011 Actual – $4,986,372

45

2

Audit Results

The independent auditors’ report
expressed an unqualified opinion —
which is the highest opinion an auditor
can give — on the financial statements
of the Children’s Center for the fiscal
year 2010-2011. We are also pleased to
report that the auditors’ report on
compliance for the Children’s Center
had no findings of non-compliance for
the Early Head Start program for the
fiscal year 2010-2011. A copy of the
Children’s Center’s audit is available
upon request.

Suffolk
Child Care 7%

Pediatric Therapy 8%ABC Project 6%

ABC Project 30 14 12 4 0 0



Early Head Start Statistics

Revenues
Source Budget %
EHS Federal Funds $2,413,848 78
In-Kind Contributions $   455,830 15
USDA $     71,500   2
Local Tax $     32,975   1
United Way $     26,560   1
Contributions $     91,725   3
TOTAL $3,092,438

Expenses
Source Budget %
Salaries $1,556,869 50
Supplies $   310,616 10
Equipment $     53,097   2
Fringe $   215,859   7
Construction $   132,415   4
Contractural $       1,450   0
Travel $     19,467   1
Other $   802,665 26
TOTAL $3,092,438

Parent Involvement
One hundred percent (284 of 284) of families

served by Early Head Start participated in education
activities designed to develop knowledge and skills that
encourage self-sufficiency and improve interaction with
children.

Kindergarten preparation
Families in the Children’s Center Early Head

Start program participate in the
Raising-A-Reader (RAR) program. RAR provides
books on a rotating basis and encourages parents to
share books with their children.

The Children’s Center uses Creative Curriculum
in all of its EHS classrooms. Creative Curriculum is a
comprehensive curriculum with a clear organizational
structure and a particular focus on interest areas.

The Children’s Center EHS program assures that
all children have required immunizations, social
security cards, birth certificates, primary care
physicians, dental screenings, and health insurance
before they leave the program.
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2010-2011 Revenues
and Expenses

2011-2012 EHS Budget

Source Budget
EHS Federal Funds $1,427,926
In-Kind Contributions $   326,278
USDA $     60,000
Local Tax $       1,000
United Way $     29,703
Contributions $              0
TOTAL $1,844,907

EHS Expenses
Source Budget
Salaries $   995,377
Supplies $   168,488
Equipment $              0
Fringe $   130,250
Construction $              0
Contractural $              0
Travel $       4,000
Other $   546,792
TOTAL $1,844,907

Average EHS Monthly Enrollment for 2010-2011 as percentage of funded enrollment:
100% (256 of 256)

EHS Expan. Revenues
Source Budget
EHS Federal Funds $1,944,865
In-Kind Contributions $              0
USDA $     27,000
Local Tax $     28,847
United Way $              0
Contributions $   457,369
TOTAL $2,458,081

EHS Expan. Expenses
Source Budget
Salaries $   730,608
Supplies $   157,787
Equipment $     54,725
Fringe $     85,786
Construction $1,249,532
Contractural $     43,942
Travel $     16,233
Other $   119,468
TOTAL $2,458,081

Percentage of eligible children served by
Early Head Start in Western Tidewater

Dental and Medical exams
One hundred percent (334 of 334) of children in the

Early Head Start program received dental screenings.
One hundred percent (334 of 334) of children in the
Early Head Start program received medical exams.

The Administration for Children and Families conducted an on-site monitoring review of the
Children’s Center’s Early Head Start program in June of 2009. The Head Start Review Report
found the Children’s Center to be in full compliance with all applicable Head Start Program
Performance Standards, laws, regulations, and policy requirements.

Early Head Start Review

EHS Revenues

The Children’s Center estimates that 661 children are eligible for Early Head Start services in
Western Tidewater. During the 2010-2011 fiscal year, the Center served 38.7 percent of those eligible
children (256 of 661).



Early Head Start serves

! Income eligible families living in
Western Tidewater (Suffolk, Isle of Wight
County, Franklin, and Southampton
County)

! Pregnant women and children from
birth to age three

Early Head Start provides

! All families with early childhood
education, family and health services

!  All children are provided with
developmental screenings

! The program acknowledges families
as the primary educators of their
children

! The program provides families with
parent training, family support, as well as
early care and education for their
children

! Services for the families are offered
through a variety of options including
full-time and part-time child care and
home visits for parent education and
support

! Children who have disabilities are
included

! The program has numerous
partnerships within the community to
provide quality services to our families
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Latifah gives Madisyn
an Early Head Start

Latifah Blow and her daughter, Madisyn. Latifah’s son, Nickolas, also attended
the Children’s Center Early Head Start program in Franklin.

Latifah Blow has had two
children in the Early Head Start
program in Franklin. Latifah was

a teen mother and has used the
program not only for her children,
but also for her own education.
That’s what Early Head Start is all
about.

Her son, Nickolas, participated in
the EHS program at the 507 Third
Avenue building in Franklin and now
has gone on to preschool.

Because of a heart condition, her
daughter, Madisyn, is currently
enrolled in the EHS program with
home-based services.

Latifah is a senior at Norfolk State
University majoring in social work.
EHS has helped her work toward
her degree.

“It helps me out a lot when I have
someone I can trust to watch my
kids,” she said. “They do a lot of
field trips and activities, and really

helped my son through potty
training. I really like the program.”

While Nickolas was with the
Center, Latifah was a member of the
Policy Council, the governing body
for Early Head Start. “I got involved
with the Policy Council because I
wanted to know what was going on
when it comes to Nickolas,” she
said.

Latifah is hoping to earn a
master’s degree and eventually a
doctorate degree. She has big
dreams about what she might do in
the future.

“I want to work with kids in the
inner city, to advocate for them, and
for girls because I was a teen
mother,” she said. “But I am
undecided because I also want to
work in a hospital dealing with
families that have children’s issues. I
like to help people. If I can change
one person’s life, I feel that’s a great
impact.”



Pediatric Therapy serves

! Children who are ages birth to 21
years of age

! Children who need occupational
therapy, physical therapy, speech/
language therapy, or special education
services

Pediatric Therapy provides

! Multi-disciplinary evaluations and
licensed therapy services
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Early Intervention serves

! Children who are birth to age three
who have developmental delays or
disabilities and reside in Franklin,
Suffolk, Southampton County, or Isle of
Wight County

Early Intervention provides

! Famiiles are provided Information,
support, and services to encourage
their child’s development

! Children enrolled may have
complex needs including health
impairments

! Pediatric therapy services may be
offered as part of the program

! A service coordinator helps ensure
that services are coordinated with
health care and other community
service agencies

! Services subject to fees are offered
on a sliding fee scale based on the
families’ ability to pay

! No child is denied services because
of an inability to pay

Laura Robb, who attended the
Children’s Center for Early
Intervention and childcare
services, graduated from
Longwood University and has
opened up her own design
business.

Laura Robb has been with the
Children’s Center from the
beginning. We have loved

watching her grow and learn.
Laura was born in 1984 with

arthrogryposis, a rare congenital
disorder. She has limited muscles in
her arms or legs.

“We really didn’t know where to
go or what to do in the beginning,
except what the doctors told us,”
said Jean Robb, Laura’s mother.
“We were told the more therapy
Laura got the faster she would
progress.”

She received physical therapy,
occupational therapy, speech
therapy, and respite care when the
Suffolk Children’s Center operated at
Magnolia United Methodist Church in
Suffolk. Eventually, she entered the
pre-school program with Suffolk
Public Schools.

Later on, Laura attended summer
camp at the Children’s Center in
Franklin.

Laura was featured in the
Children’s Center annual report
almost 10 years ago, getting ready
to attend Longwood University after

Laura has designs
for her own success

graduating from Lakeland High
School in Suffolk. Laura graduated
from Longwood five years ago and
now operates her own graphic
design business called redDesign
Room (www.reddesignroom.com)
after working public relations and
marketing for the Virginia Symphony
for a couple of years.

“The economy dropped off and
my position with the symphony was
cut,” Laura said. “That actually gave
me a unique opportunity, and I
started doing projects for people I
knew. That turned into, ‘maybe I
should start a business.’”

Today, Laura is running Red
Design Room out of her house with
services that include web, logo, and
print design. Her portfolio includes
design work for individuals and
several small businesses. She is in
the process of designing a new
logo for the Children’s Center.

“The business has been going for
a couple of years,” she said. “I’m
still trying to grow the business.”

The Children’s Center salutes this
ambitious young woman. What a
success!
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Community Early Care
and Education serves

! Children who are six weeks of age
through 5 years of age

! Children who are at varying levels of
ability, including those who are disabled
and non-disabled, and need full or part-
time childcare

Community Early Care
and Education provides

! Licensed early care and education
services

! Care for children with and without
disabilities in an inclusive learning
environment

! Developmental screenings twice a
year

! Ready for school; ready for life!

Erica Strausbaugh with her children Constance (l) and Everett.

Constance
and Everett

are getting ready

Erica Strausbaugh is a believer
in the Children’s Center. Erica
and her husband, both active

duty military transplants from Illinois,
have found a home in Suffolk for
their family.

Constance, now 5 and in
kindergarten at Nansemond Parkway
Elementary School in Suffolk, spent
a year in the Children’s Center Pre-K
program. Erica has been impressed
with the Children’s Center early care
and education services.

“Everything has been a blessing.
The teachers have been great in
helping prepare her for
kindergarten,” Erica said. “It’s really
helpful as a parent, especially
serving in the military, with the
service that is here. It’s not just, ‘we
will watch your kids.’ They are going
to watch your kids and help them
get ready for kindergarten and what

speech and occupational therapy
services through the Suffolk Public
Schools. The Children’s Center is
transporting Everett to therapy
appointments. “That is so helpful. I
work in Portsmouth and I don’t have
to take time off to do any of that. That
is huge, not having to leave for an
appointment that happens twice a
week.”

Erica has seen results in Everett.
“He is now able to follow two-step
directions. He is able to put four to
five words together. He is able to
identify where he wants to go,” she
said. “Before he would just grab my
hand and lead me to what he
wanted.

“The Children’s Center has really
benefitted us,” Erica added.

needs they are going to have
in the school system.”

Everett, 3, is enrolled in
the community childcare
program at the Suffolk
Children’s Center, and also
received Early Intervention
services through the Center.

“Some of the staff sat down
with me and said they had
some concerns,” Erica said.
“I thought, this is real, so let’s
get started with this.
Everyone has been so
helpful in advocating for
Everett and helping me
understand the system.”

Everett is receiving
speech and occupational
therapy with Tidewater
Therapy and additional
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Scenes from the the Children’s Cen
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Advancing Behavioral
Competencies (ABC) Project
serves

! Early care and education providers
and families of children birth to age 3 in
Western Tidewater

The ABC Project provides

! Free services to support early care
and education providers in meeting the
unique social, emotional, and behavioral
needs of infants and toddlers

! With parental and provider consent,
the ABC Project staff work collaboratively
with families and early care and
education providers to better understand
a child’s strengths and what he or she is
trying to communicate through behaviors
and emotions.

! Parents, providers, and ABC staff
work together to develop a positive
support plan to meet the needs of each
child

The ABC Project is funded by

! The Virginia Department of Social
Services (state and federal ARRA
funding)

! Franklin-Southampton Charities
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The ABC Project provides
childcare providers with
support to meet the unique

social, emotional, and behavioral
needs of young children.

With parental and provider
consent, the ABC Project staff works
collaboratively with families and
childcare providers to better
understand a child’s strengths and
what he or she is trying to
communicate through behaviors and
emotions.  Parents, providers, and
ABC staff work together to identify
positive strategies and support to
meet the needs of each child.

One component of the Advancing
Behavioral Competencies (ABC)
Project is the outreach to childcare
centers and home-based providers
throughout Western Tidewater. ABC
Project staff provide social and
emotional consultation and ongoing
mentoring to providers, using a
nurturing and reflective approach to
help classrooms run smoother and

ABC Project helps
providers

do a more complete job of
supporting social-emotional
development of kids.

April Knight, a mentor for the ABC
Project, has seen firsthand the
positives the program has had with
local home-based providers.

“Often they are mothers and
grandmothers with really good
hearts and want to care for kids in
their home. It’s really a tough job,”
April said. “ABC helps them do
some evaluating and looking at
social-emotional well-being of the
children.”

Social and emotional health can
be supported through a variety of
everyday routines and activities. For
example, when children play
together, they are learning to be
kind and part of a team or group.
     “In addition to providing reflective
mentoring to childcare providers, we
have been able to support social-
emotional development by
purchasing some amazing books
and activities, outdoor equipment,
paints, puppets, and play kitchens,”
April said.

Not only are the providers grateful
to have the new resources, but the
children have also enjoyed the new
opportunities to learn.

“The kids, you could feel the joy
and the energy was coming out of
them. It was magic,” April said. “I
think having those resources will
fundamentally change the quality of
their day for a long, long time to
come.”
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Benton family legacy is now a trio
at the Children’s Center

Chad (back right) and Emmy Benton (front left) are both
“graduates” of the Children’s Center and now little brother,
Wade, is at the Center. Also pictured are mom Cindy Benton
and dad David Benton.

Chad and Wade Benton

When Cindy and David
Benton found out they were
having a third child, they

never hesitated once to call the
Children’s Center for early care and
education services. Their other two
children, Chad and Emmy, had both
been through the program, and both
are now model students in school.

Chad, now 17, came to the Texie
Camp Marks Center when he was
two and also participated in the after
school program. Today, Chad is a
straight “A” student at Franklin High
School and participates on the golf
and soccer teams. He has
aspirations of going to college and
studying computer animation.

Emmy, 7, was in the Early Care
and Education program at the Center
and also participated in the after
school program. She is a top
student in first grade at S.P. Morton
Elementary School in Franklin. A
self-proclaimed “entertainer”, Emmy
enjoys computer games.

Wade, who was born in August, is
now in the infant room at the Texie
Camp Marks Children’s Center.

The choice for early care
and education was easy,
according to Cindy.

“We really never
considered taking Wade
anywhere else. We called
Dorothy Bryant (Site
Supervisor at the Texie
Camp Marks Children’s
Center) to be put on the list,”
Cindy said. “We were very
pleased with the care that
Emmy and Chad each
received.”

Cindy remembers the
good feelings the Benton’s
had when dropping their
kids off at the Center.

“When we would leave
them in the mornings, we
always knew they would be
well taken care of,” she said.
“I love the staff. You can tell
they are happy with their
jobs and in what they do and
that they care. Chad and
Emmy had a lot of the same
teachers, and I still see them
here.”
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The Children’s Center endowment:
preparing for the future

The Children’s Center’s
Board of Directors estab-
lished an endowment with

the Hampton Roads Community
Foundation in February 2008.

The purpose of the endowment is
to ensure the Center will have
financial stability for years to come.

As of the end of the third quarter
2011, the Children’s Center’s endow-

ment was valued at $45,703.
You can contribute to the

Children's Center Endowment in any
amount at any time. The two best
ways to donate include:

! By check, which can be mailed
to: 700 Campbell Avenue, Franklin,
VA 23851. Please include "endow-
ment donation" as an identifier on
the check.

! By debit card or credit card at the
Texie Camp Marks Children's Center,
700 Campbell Avenue in Franklin, or
the Suffolk Children's Center, 300
Executive Court, Suffolk.

EHS expansion nearing
completion in Franklin, Suffolk

The Children’s Center is in the
final stages of completing an
Early Head Start expansion,

which has raised the number of
children served from 148 to 256.

At the Texie Camp Marks
Children’s Center in Franklin, four
large classrooms were converted
into six classrooms to better serve
community and Early Head Start
students. The classrooms were
completed and opened in April of
2011.

An addition is being built onto the
Suffolk Children’s Center. The new
addition includes three EHS
classrooms, a conference room for
staff and parent use, and a new
kitchen. The addition is 3,515 square
feet, which will increase the Suffolk
Children’s Center to a total of 11,138
square feet. Another 916 square feet
of the existing building will be
renovated to create new offices, a
new reception area, and an
improved therapy room.

A groundbreaking
ceremony was held for the
project on September 15,
2011. The project is
expected to be completed
by March 2012.

Funding for the building
project includes federal
ARRA dollars and grants
from the Hampton Roads
Community Foundation,
Bank of America, Obici
Healthcare Foundation,
Beazley Foundation,
Community Action Coaltion
of Virginia, Bennett’s Creek
Sertoma Club, and an
anonymous donor.

The Children’s Center
applied to the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services for
expanded EHS services
after reviewing the
community need.

Construction on the addition to the Suffolk Children’s Center
began in October of 2011 with demolition.

Follow us on Facebook at The Children’s Center OFFICIAL PAGE



In honor and memory Many of our friends offer the Children’s Center gifts
made in honor or in memory of someone special.
Those being honored or remembered are printed
in bold italicized print followed by the donors’
names. These tributes were given between July 1,
2010 and June 30, 2011.

In Memory

Irma Vaughan Beale
Maggie L. Vaughan

Angus Bowers
Peggy Darden

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Carter
Daniel & Kristie Dailey

Tom Carter
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey, &

Lindsay Cutchins
Mary Cook Catlett

Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
Raymond Cobb

Charlotte Whitley
Mr. & Mrs. J.E. Crenshaw

Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey, &
Lindsay Cutchins

Marguerite Cutchins
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Pixley

Bill Cutchins
Mike & Boo Van Straten

E. Charles Cutchins
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Marguerite Cutchins
Theresa Sousa
Mike & Boo Van Straten

J.W. Cutchins
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey, &

Lindsay Cutchins
Marguerite Cutchins

Zachary C. Cutchins
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey, &

Lindsay Cutchins
Marguerite Cutchins
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
Mike & Boo Van Straten

Phillip “Popcorn” Darden, Sr.
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey, &

Lindsay Cutchins
Peggy Darden
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Owen
Jeff & Diane Zeigler

Sara Vaughan Darden
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Updike
Maggie L. Vaughan

Thomas I. Darden
Maggie L. Vaughan
Barbara C. Vaughan

Mary Jim Davis
Marguerite Cutchins

Dr. Linwood T. Daye, Jr.
Antoinette Johnson & Aaron Harris

David Deloatch
Mr. Mrs. Charles R. Gayle

Ann Ditzell
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Dixon

Roger W. Drake III
Shirley P. Drake

Joyce Gayle
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Gayle

Gregory Bryant Gillette
Mr. & Mrs. George Burgess, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Owen D. Gillette

Dolly Goodwyn
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Virginia Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cole, Jr.

Garnette Henderson
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Marshall & Leah Hubbard
Mark Hubbard

Benjamin Keeter
Mr. & Mrs. Owen D. Gillette

Adolphus King
Joe & Linda Drake

Madeleine Lane
Mary F. Abbitt
Grace Barnes
Dorothy C. Beale
Elizabeth Brooks
Katherine V. Cobb
Mr. & Mrs. Gene M. Correll
Susie & Pat Haggerty
Betsy Parker McCall
Olivia Rose
Village at Woods Edge

Lucille Lassiter
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins

Anne Colecchi Mallard
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Texie Camp Marks
R. Marks Arnold
James B. Loftin

Nancy McCormick
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Dixon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Owen

Howard & Virginia Mease
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Virginia Mease
Renee Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Christie
Cathy Cutchins
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey, &

Lindsay Cutchins
Peggy Darden
Aundra Fields
Heidi Fisher
Kay Fisher
Dell & Holly Fuller
Mark Hubbard
Patsy Joyner
Shirley Klingemier
Peter & Ann Knopf
Harvey McLemore
Jeffery L. Mease
Howard & Karen Mease
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
Kay Meditz
Bob Hayes
Stanley Holland
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Meredith
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Owen
Dr. & Mrs. J. Michael Ponder
Eric Shaffer
Henry & Cindy Thomason
Virginia Mease Family
Jeff & Diane Zeigler
Teri Zurfluh

See HONOR, page 13

We apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.
 Please contact us if your listing does not appear as you wish.

12



Honor
continued from page 12

13

Miss Vaughan’s Family
Maggie L. Vaughan

Miss Vaughan’s Parents
Maggie L. Vaughan

Scott Patnesky
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Patnesky

Charles G. Pearce
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cole, Jr.

John Perry
Joe & Linda Drake

Mike Ponder
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Robert H. Redfern, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Donald M. Brown

James S. Reilly
Captain & Mrs. J.D. Reilly

Henry Rountree
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey, &
Lindsay Cutchins
Daniel & Kristie Dailey

Lucille Sparks
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Christie
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Carter Thomas Stephenson
Mr. & Mrs. T. Kent Stephenson

Annette & Edwin Swientoniewski
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins

Mrs. Reba Thorpe
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Updike
Maggie L. Vaughan

Tina Turner
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Jesse F. Vaughan
Maggie L. Vaughan

Temperance Vaughan
Maggie L. Vaughan

Lucy Howell Waters
Charles Waters

Nancy Watson
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Habel III

Laurie Phillips – March 2011
Employee of the Month
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
Jeff & Diane Zeigler

Wyatt Smith
Buster & Marie Cutright

Sue Sousa & Eileen
Marguerite Cutchins

Frances Marks Parker
Frances S. Marks

Tamie Rittenhouse
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

G. Lee Taylor – January 2011
Employee of the Month
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
Jeff & Diane Zeigler

Bruce & Lisa Turner
Peggy Darden

Mr.  & Mrs. Glenn Updike
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Howell, Jr.

J.D. & Debbie Vann
Peggy Darden

Maggie L.  Vaughan
Pearl Darden

Becky Wheeler – December 2010
Employee of the Month
Jeff & Diane Zeigler

In Gratitude

Kevin, Rosalind, Zachary, Kelsey &
Lindsay Cutchins
Owen & Lisa Reece

Carson Whitley
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Dixon

Mary Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Owen D. Gillette

Eddie Mae Vaughan Woods
Maggie L. Vaughan

In Honor

Alwood Children & Grandchildren
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Alwood

Anne Bruehl
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Diana Clark – November 2010
Employee of the Month
Jeff & Diane Zeigler

Rosalind Cutchins
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Harvey Darden
Pearl Darden

Susan Derry – May 2011 Employee
of the Month
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
Jeff & Diane Zeigler

Sarah DeWitt
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey, &

Lindsay Cutchins
Joyce Doughty – April 2011 Employee

of the Month
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
Jeff & Diane Zeigler

Alberta Floyd – February 2011
Employee of the Month
Jeff & Diane Zeigler.

Alan McCoy
Kevin, Rosalind, Kelsey, &

Lindsay Cutchins
Janet Owen

Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
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ABC Self Storage
Anonymous
Awareness Club
Pat Ballard
Bank of America
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Barnes
Scott Bauer
Beazley Foundation
Thomas Bennett
Bennett’s Creek Sertoma Club
Birdsong Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Earving C. Blythe
Jennifer Bodmer
Barry & Christie Bradshaw
Mr. & Mrs. James Briggs
J.E. Brooks
Melisha Brown
Bruner Bible Class
Dorothy & George Bryant
Stephanie Burch
Kathy Byun & Michael Higgins
Carrie S. Camp Foundation
Camp Younts Foundation
Meghann Chapin
Charles O. Christian
City of Franklin
City of Suffolk
Martha A. Clark
Courtland Baptist Church
Peggy Darden
Lois M. Darden
Chad & Tricia Edwards
Samuel & Aya Espiritu
Joanne Faulk
First Quality Products
First United Methodist Church

of Newport News
Mr. Mrs. Phillip E. Frankfort
Franklin Baptist Church
Franklin Childcare
Franklin Woman’s Club
Franklin Southampton Charities
Donna Gesaman
Leahmarie T. Gottlieb
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene M. Grizzard
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Harrup
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Herbkersman
High Street United Methodist Church
Lula B. Holland
Holland Woman’s Club
Frances B. Holt
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Howell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. Hudson

Donors We embrace the community as our partner in serving
children. Donations help make our programs stronger. The
Children’s Center extends many thanks to the good friends
who have made donations between July 1, 2010 and June
30, 2011.

Mr. & Mrs. Earl C. Hunt
Hunterdale Ruritan Club
J. L. Camp Foundation, Inc.
Viola Johnson
Kings Fork Ruritan Club
William & Janice Kreider
Robin May
Mark & Angelina McMullen
Barbara Mease & Randy Betz
Mildred Vaughan Estate
Rev. Forest Mills
Chris Moon
Pat Murphy
Nansemond River Pilot Club
Louise B. Noles
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Owen
Allene Parker
Steve Patterson
Fran Perez
Ruth Petty
Piney Grove Baptist Church
Prime Media Productions, Inc.
Shirley Reid
Richard Bennett Trust
Ashton Rittenhouse

Buddy & Carol Rittenhouse
Jared Rouse
Ruth Bible Class
Ruth Camp Campbell Foundation
Brian Schreder
Kyle Schreder
Shirley Schultz
Smart Beginnings Western Tidewater
Dean Smith
Southampton County
State Farm Insurance – Patty Rhodes
Erica Strausbaugh
Suffolk Childcare
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Sykes
Ralph D. Tinkham
Vincents Grove United Methodist Church
Virginia Department of Social Services
Walmart of Franklin
Laura White
Larry Wilson
Sarah Barlow Wright
Diane Zeigler
Jeff Zeigler
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Zurfluh



The Children’s Center
Board Officers

Pres. Donald T. Robertson, B.A., M.P.A.
Smithfield

V. Pres. Jewel Goodman, B.A., M.P.A., Ph. D
Suffolk

Sec. Diana Conco, R.N., Ph.D
Franklin

Treas. Bob Petty, B.B.A., M.B.A.
Franklin

Board Members
Steve Stewart, B.S.

Franklin

Deborah Goodwyn, Ph.D
Southampton County

Jennifer R. Spencer, B.A., P.M.P.
Suffolk

Mark Popovich, J.D.
Suffolk

Chris Tsitsera, B.S., M.A., Ed. S
Southampton County

Daniel Simonsen, A.B.A.
Franklin

Lorraine Greene Whitehead, B.A., M.A.
Southampton County

Lisa Godwin
Suffolk

Center Locations

700 Campbell Avenue
Franklin, VA 23851

(757) 562-6806

507 Third Avenue
Franklin, VA 23851

(757) 516-2722

300 Executive Court
Suffolk, VA 23434
(757) 538-2523

240 James Street
Smithfield, VA 23430

(757) 356-1004

8 www.thechildrenscenter.cc

Franklin-Southampton
Area United Way

The Children’s Center is a
 private, non-profit organization.

Donations are tax deductible.

Groundbreaking

The Children’s Center held a groundbreaking ceremony on September 15, 2011 for
an addition to the Suffolk Children’s Center at 300 Executive Court. Pictured (l-r) are
Don Robertson, President of the Children’s Center Board of Directors; Vivian Oden
of the Hampton Roads Community Foundation; Barbara Mease, Executive Director
of the Children’s Center; teacher Angela Melton; Sharon Szalai of PF&A Design;
teacher Latanya Barksdale; and Gary Richardson of R.D. Lambert & Son, Inc. The
children are (clockwise) Armani, D’auna, Blake, and Jamier.
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