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R A I N B O W  N E W S  I N
T H I S  I S S U E :

STREAMIN3 IN ACTION!
APRIL 2023

The Children's Center was filmed recently by the University of

Virginia STREAMin3 team in Franklin at our Texie Camp Marks

Children's Center to highlight how we are implementing the

curriculum in our classrooms. 

The Children's Center started with the curriculum as a pilot

program funded by the Obici Healthcare Foundation and in 2022-

2023 transitioned to implementing it agency-wide across all

classrooms. 

The STREAMin3 curriculum is funded by the Obici Healthcare

Foundation and the VA Department of Education. 

The team also donated $1,000 of supplies from Amazon to our

Texie Camp Marks Center! THANK YOU!
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GIVE LOCAL 757 RAISES
OVER $2,500 FOR MOMS!
APRIL 2023

Our Annual Giving Day as part of the Give Local 757 Campaign in

April raised over $2,600! Our goal was to raise funds to assist

expecting and new moms with essential baby items such as

diapers, cribs, books, etc! In May, our Family Services team held

a baby shower for the pregnant and new moms in our Home-

Based Early Head Start program. Thanks to our amazing donors,

EVERY mom was gifted with baby items! 

THANK YOU DONORS!
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The STREAMin3 curriculum boasted tons of fun activities this Spring
including making ice, painting, planting, and creating & exploring! This

curriculum is funded by the Obici Healthcare Foundation and the Virginia
Department of Education.

In the
Classroom

Follow us on Facebook so you don't miss anything! 
@thechildrenscenterVA
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Pre-K hosted another fun trike-a-
thon in honor of St. Patrick's Day!
Children from infants to
preschoolers wore green and
had a blast riding trikes, bikes,
and cruising in strollers! 

SHAMROCK N' ROLL
EVENT IN FRANKLIN

Center Events

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT US,
VISIT: www.childrenscenterva.com
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HEAD START TRANSITIONS!
Head Start classrooms in Suffolk, Franklin, Smithfield

and Courtland held transition ceremonies to celebrate
the end of the school year and our rising

kindergarteners! Children marched in, sang songs, and
cheered a year of success!
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Children, staff, and families held
birthday parties at each center in
honor of Head Start's 58th birthday
on May 18, 2023. Since 1965, Head
Start programs have been providing
education, health services, and
economic stability in the lives of
countless children and families.
Tamie Rittenhouse, Head Start
Director at the Children's Center,
was interviewed by the Suffolk
News Herald in honor of the big
day! Read the article here.

CENTERS CELEBRATE
HEAD START'S BIRTHDAY

Happy Birthday Head Start!

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT US,
VISIT: www.childrenscenterva.com
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https://www.suffolknewsherald.com/2023/05/16/head-start-celebrates-58-years-of-early-childhood-learning/#:~:text=The%20Children%E2%80%99s%20Center%20is%20joining%20with%20other%20Head,to%20more%20than%2030%20million%20children%20since%201965.


BETTER TOGETHER
The latest community partnership news!

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY

COMMUNITY HELPERS

A FIRE DEPT VISIT

Each year we celebrate Dr. Seuss's
birthday with a Read Across
America event. This year, many
community, parent & staff
volunteered to read to children in
our classrooms.

The Texie Camp Marks Children's
Center held a Community Helpers
Day and were visited by the
Franklin Police Dept. and Franklin
Fire & Rescue!

The Courtland Volunteer Fire
Department visited the
Southampton Head Start Center!
Children presented them with a
card thanking them for keeping
our community safe!
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A LOVE FOR BOOKS
Promoting early literacy & phonic awareness

The Children's Center has an
ongoing partnership with the local
public libraries! Recently, the
Suffolk Public Library welcomed
children and families and assisted
them in signing up for library cards.
In Smithfield, Head Start children
have enjoyed story time events with
Blackwater Regional Library! We
appreciate the opportunity to
promote literacy & a love for books!
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Faith Atkinson

     Billy & Dana Rountree

     Judy & Tom Farris

Katherine Beale

     Christina Hawkins

Mr. Harry Christie

      Laurie Emerson Phillips

      Kathryn Padgett

Zachary Cutchins

      Theodore & Dorothy Kramer, Jr.

Phillip "Popcorn" Darden

      Peggy Darden

Roger Wilson Drake, III

      Mr. & Mrs. Roger William Drake

Mary & Terry Duncan

      Ann & Mark Langer

Lewis Dunlow

      Owen & Ann Gillette

Leah & Marshall Hubbard

      Mark Hubbard

Buddy Hyatt

      Nelle Hyatt

Nancy Lewis

      W.P. & G.Lee Taylor

Claude Thurman Parker

      Robet & Ann Story

Palmer Runnels

      Georgianna Runnels

          

DONOR RECOGNITION
JANUARY 1, 2023 - MAY 31, 2023

We embrace the community as our partner in serving children. Donations help make our programs
stronger. The Children’s Center extends many thanks to the good friends who have made
donations between January 1,2023 - May 31, 2023. You can donate online at www.childrenscenterva.com/donate. 

 In Memory

In Honor

 In Memory
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Beverly H. Scott

      Steve & Chris Cole, Jr.

Vince Snidow, Jr.

      Charlotte E. Whitley

Roy Swietzer

      Charlotte E. Whitley

Ralph Turpin

      Scott & Margaret Bachman

Beverly Worsham

      William W. Worsham

Archur Bailey

      Victoria Bailey

Rosalind Cutchins

      Janice Tawney

      The Willis & Georgia Lee Taylor   

          Charitable Fund

Steven Daugherty

      Amanda Daugherty

Holden, Elliot, & Quincy

     Kelsey & Andrew Beard

Nolan & Chase

      Marsha Edwards

Robyn Nunnally

      Holly S. Lane

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Powell, III

      Paige Powell



DONOR RECOGNITION
JANUARY 1, 2023 - MAY 31, 2023

We embrace the community as our partner in serving children. Donations help make our programs
stronger. The Children’s Center extends many thanks to the good friends who have made
donations between January 1, 2023 and May 31, 2023. You can donate online at www.childrenscenterva.com/donate. 

Donors & In Kind
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In Honor

Thelma E. Raiford

      Charlotte E. Whitley

Tamie Rittenhouse

      Janice B. Holland

The Children's Center Staff

      Lane & Perkinson, P. C.

      Pab's Peanut Company

G.Lee Taylor

      Chester & Sandra Hart

      Dr. & Mrs. J. Mark & Elizabeth

Celestine Worthington

      Gail Harrison

Jan Aleshire

Bryon & Nancy Arnone

Lyle Beckner

Carly Bosco

Crystal Brinkley

Anne & Jason Bruehl

Ronika Carter

Muriel Cherry

Mary & Rob Cowling

Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins

Kristen S. Ericksen

Gerald & Corliss Faircloth

Mary Faison

Britt Gallo Savage

Deborah Goodwyn

Donors & In Kind

Bruce Herbkersman

Lula Holland

La'Kisha Jones

Anita Justice

Malerie & Joseph Killen

Susan Killian

Tamica Lake

Monika Lakos

Destiny McClenney

Kristen McKenney

Barbara Mease & Randy Betz

Mike & Janet Owen

Bobby & Ethel Owen

Paula M. Owen

Kathryn Padgett

Benay Patrick

Kymberly Pool

Erin Poro

Tamie & Todd Rittenhouse

Daphne Russell

LaTosha Russell

V. Tracy Savage

Joellene Smith

Jennifer & Matt Spencer

T. Kent & Jennifer Stephenson

Christopher & Trish Tsitsera

Jeffrey & Diane Zeigler



DONOR RECOGNITION
JANUARY 1, 2023 - MAY 31, 2023

We embrace the community as our partner in serving children. Donations help make our programs
stronger. The Children’s Center extends many thanks to the good friends who have made
donations between January 1, 2023 and May 31, 2023. You can donate online at www.childrenscenterva.com/donate. 

Community Donors

Donate by scanning
this code!
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Amazon Smile Foundation

Birdsong Foundation

Blocker Foundation

Capital Group

City of Franklin

City of Suffolk

Coaching For Literacy

Eastern Virginia Medical School

First Horizon

Franklin-Southampton United Way

Hampton Roads Community Foundation

James River Equipment

New Creation United Methodist Church

Obici Healthcare Foundation

Richard Bennett Trust

United Way of South Hampton Roads

USDA



HOW YOU CANHOW YOU CAN
HELP!HELP!

Donate!

 

You can donate directly to the Children’s Center

through our website www.childrenscenterva.com, or

by mail at 700 Campbell Avenue, Franklin, VA 23851.

Your donation can be made in memory or honor of a

loved one or friend and designated to a particular

building or program. Have you considered a

continuing monthly donation by credit card? Click on

the DONATE button at the top of our website! When

you pay through PayPal you have the option to make

your payment recurring! 

Follow Us!

 

The Children's Center is on Facebook and Instagram!

Follow us on both so you never miss an update or

photo! Sharing our page, including our posts and

photos, can help us reach more people and carry out

our mission every day!

Amazon Smile

 

Do you shop on Amazon? The Children's Center

participates in Amazon Smile. Each time you make a

purchase, a small percentage of your purchase can be

donated to us! Set this up by typing in Amazon Smile

in your Amazon search bar and then type in Children's

Center 1983 and click on The Children's Center in

Franklin, VA!

Rite Aid Kid Cents

 

The Children's Center is part of the Rite Aid Kid Cents

program!  You can round up your change when you

make a purchase at any Rite Aid in the country and

designate it to The Children's Center. Go to

www.kidscents.com for more details!  

In Kind GIfts

 

We accept In-kind gifts including classroom supplies

and materials.  We accept classroom art supplies,

educational toys, recreational toys, and other general

supplies. You can donate these items to any center!

Planned Giving

 

You can make an impact on children for many years to

come through planned giving. Planned gifts also give

back and can help you prepare for your future. This

allows you to take a sizeable tax deduction, and

provide favorable capital gains tax treatment. Planned

giving allows you to leave a legacy that fits your

philanthropic goals. 

NAP Tax Credits 

 

The Virginia Neighborhood Assistance Program

provides tax incentives for individuals who donate

$500 or more to The Children's Center in a 6 month

period. 
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The Children's Center is a partner withThe Children's Center is a partner with
United Way South Hampton Roads andUnited Way South Hampton Roads and

United Way Franklin SouthamptonUnited Way Franklin Southampton
Area. You can designate your UnitedArea. You can designate your United

Way or Combined Virginia Campaign toWay or Combined Virginia Campaign to
us at Agency #5076!us at Agency #5076!

Commonwealth of Virginia campaign 
#29-005076

www.childrenscenterva.com

The Children’s Center is an equal opportunity provider and employer (minorities/
females/disabled/veterans). We recruit, employ, train, compensate, and promote without regard
to race, religion, creed, national origin, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability,

veteran status, or any other basis protected by applicable federal, state, or local law.

@thechildrenscenteroffical @TheChildrensCenterVA


