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TURNING THE PAGE
Annual Report 2023/2024

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I
express our deepest gratitude to Rosalind
Cutchins for her years of service and
leadership at The Children's Center. As she
plans her retirement, we look back.
Rosalind was with the original staff when
The Children’s Center incorporated
October 1983. 
 
From the first days of Early Intervention
services for children with disabilities while
housed in a Sunday School classroom to
today’s continuum of care, Rosalind
embraced The Children’s Center’s mission
that We nurture and educate children
and their families. 
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FROM THE BOARD

“My two children attended from infancy to Pre-K, and I was confident they received loving
care, unique learning opportunities, and high-quality interactions with their teachers. As a
parent, I was always valued and informed. The Children’s Center is truly one-of-a-kind and I’m
so glad my kids had the experience of attending!”

IN THE EYES OF A PARENT:

Jennifer Spencer

-Jennifer
Board President

It has always been our goal to listen and
respond to the needs of the community’s
children and seek valuable resources to
meet them. 

As we begin the next chapter of
leadership, we do so with appreciation for
our past and excitement for our future.
For Rosalind, her grandchildren are the
beginning of her next pathway. We wish
her well and look forward to the
possibilities. Children are our future. 

-KELSEY B.



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Annual Report 2023/2024
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Partnered with local
public schools to provide
field trips and registration
events for rising
kindergartners

Hosted monthly
meetings, webinars, and
trainings for parents and
families.

School Readiness
& Education

Family & Community
Engagement

Collaborated with many community partners to support
children and families including Blackwater and Suffolk
Libraries, Early Childhood Western Tidewater and ECDC,
Rhonda Culpepper, WB Philanthropy, VDOT, Salvation
Army, Lisa Goodwin, Food Bank, Suffolk Commonwealth’s
Attorney’s office, Franklin Southampton Charities,
numerous churches, and many generous friends.
Programs and activities including encouraging summer
learning, male role model engagement, baby showers for
pregnant moms, and literacy activities. 
Early Intervention hosted a play group for families. 
Parent leaders attended the state Head Start conference.



GROWING HEALTHY
CHILDREN

Annual Report 2023/2024
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100% of Early Head Start children had a
physical/well child check. 100% of Head Start
children had a physical/well child check.

All Early Head Start and Head Start children are
given a vision screening at our centers.

Medical Exams

Vision Screenings

100% of Early Head Start children had a dental
screening. 66% of Head Start children had a
dental exam.

Dental Screenings

Average monthly enrollment in Early Head
Start was 94%.  Average monthly enrollment in
Head Start was 95%.

Average Monthly Enrollment



Suffolk Childcare  
Franklin Childcare
Early Head Start
Head Start
Early Intervention
Pediatric Therapy
Total

Suffolk    Franklin    IOW      SOCO   Other 
31
3

101
141
349
303
928

0
41
93
24
40
47

245

3
1

28
25
71
76

204

0
8

20
24
29
32
113

4
9
18
2
2
9

44

Children Served in 2023-2024 by Program
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BY THE NUMBERS
Annual Report 2023/2024

34% of the
projected number
of eligible children
in the community
received Early
Head Start
services.

32% of the
projected number
of eligible children
in the community
received Head
Start services.

100% of families
engaged in
educational
activities with their
children.

Reaching Babies

34% 32% 100%
Ready For School Involved Families

children served

The Children's Center serves a diverse
Western Tidewater community
including Franklin, Suffolk, Isle of Wight
and Southampton counties. 

1,180
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Federal Funds
84%

State Funds
6%

Fees
6%

EHS
54%

HS
28%

EI
12%

Franklin CC
3%

The independent auditors’ report expressed a qualified opinion on the financial statements of the
Children’s Center for the fiscal year 2023-2024. The qualification is based on the financial
statements, which show fixed assets purchased with Head Start funds as fully depreciated in the
year of acquisition. Property and equipment acquired for the Head Start programs are fully
expensed in the year acquired, in accordance with Federal regulation 2 CFR 225, Appendix B(15)(b)
(4). We are pleased to report the auditors’ report on compliance for the Children’s Center had no
findings or areas of non-compliance for the Early Head Start and Head Start programs for the
fiscal year 2023-2024. A copy of the Children’s Center’s audit is available upon request.

REVENUES BY SOURCE EXPENDITURES BY PROGRAM

KEY:
EHS: Early Head Start

HS: Head Start
EI: Early Intervention

Franklin CC: Franklin Chilcare
Suffolk CC: Suffolk Childcare

Gifts
4% Suffolk CC

3%



BUDGET BREAKDOWN

Actual   Actual %

78%
0%
3%
0%
0%
3%

16%

EHS Federal Funds
Other Federal Funds
USDA
Local Tax
United Way
Contributions
In-Kind Contributions

6,260,054
0

210,000
3,750

21,000
241,145

1,296,418

Revenues

Total Revenues

Budget   Budget %

6,919,453
3,500

185,157
0
0

236,727
0

94%
0%
3%
0%
0%
3%
0%

Expenses

Salaries
Fringe
Travel
Equipment
Supplies
Contractual
Construction
Other

Total Expenses

4,651,510
765,359

6,000
40,000

486,401
99,000

0
1,984,097

58%
10%
0%
0%
6%
1%

0%
25%

3,677,023
648,164

10,716
267,993
553,216

7,450
1,272,919
907,358

50%
9%
0%
4%
8%
0%

17%
12%

8,032,367 7,344,838

Budget   Budget % Actual   Actual %

Early Head Start Head Start

Actual   Actual %

76%
0%
5%
0%
0%
1%

18%

3,467,095
0

205,000
3,750

14,000
34,475

809,363

Revenues

Total Revenues

HS Federal Funds
Other Federal Funds
USDA
Local Tax
United Way
Contributions
In-Kind
Contributions

Budget   Budget %

3,552,119
46,050
186,701

17,918
35,000
51,285

0

91%
1%
5%
1%
1%
1%

0%

2,107,414
371,562

2,161
172,643

344,808
33,085

333,766
523,634

Total Expenses

53%
9%
0%
1%

8%
0%
0%

29%

2,414,444
415,426

2,000
39,493

344,978
0
0

1,317,342

4,533,683 3,889,073

2024-2025 2023-2024 2024-2025 2023-2024

2024-2025 2023-2024 Expenses

Salaries
Fringe
Travel
Equipment
Supplies
Contractual
Construction
Other

54%
10%
0%
4%
9%
1%
9%

13%

Budget   Budget % Actual   Actual %
2024-2025 2023-2024

Annual Report 2023/2024
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8,032,367 7,344,838 4,533,683 3,889,073
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LIZ & NATHAN
Annual Report 2023/2024

Nathan’s struggles began at just two months old when his parents noticed concerning symptoms
such as severe vomiting. Thinking it was reflux; Nathan’s parents visited the pediatrician. After 
referrals to specialists, Nathan was admitted to a pediatric emergency room where he was
diagnosed with hydrocephalus, caused by a mass on his brain. An emergency surgery to insert a 
shunt ensued and Nathan spent several weeks in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit. 

Nathan’s doctors officially diagnosed him with a slow-growing brain tumor. Nathan’s mom, Liz,
remembers feeling shocked and terrified. “I didn’t know it was possible for a newborn to have
brain cancer. Our hopes and dreams of our healthy baby suddenly changed into a future of
unknowns, and the question of Nathan’s survival was always on our minds.” 

Nathan began chemotherapy at 3 months old. During that time, Nathan was hospitalized for
seven months due to complications. He was referred to Early Intervention (EI) at The Children’s
Center and quickly began services. “Nathan is medically complex, and I had many things to learn
about his diagnosis,” Liz remembers. Nathan’s parents learned how to be intentional when
working with Nathan to strengthen his motor skills over time. “He didn’t learn like a neuro-typical
child. We had to learn to measure progress in “inchstones” instead of milestones, and to keep in
mind that any progress, is still progress,” says Liz.

“I was so grateful for the EI team’s help, patience, and kindness while Nathan was in the program.
I learned the skills I needed to navigate our new normal as a special needs mom.” After Nathan
started school, Liz began to look for a part-time job. Nathan’s therapists encouraged her to apply
at The Children’s Center as a service coordinator in the EI program. “I was hesitant at first, but I am
so glad I applied! It is my goal to provide hope, support and encouragement to other families who
face a difficult diagnosis.” We love having Liz on our team!

Nathan was discharged from EI right before his third birthday. He is currently attending a half-day
special education classroom at Carrollton Elementary School, accompanied by his home health
nurses. Nathan has had many setbacks over the last three years, but his tumor is stable. 
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MOM AND ADVOCATE
Annual Report 2023/2024

Ethel’s journey is one that revolves around her children! Ethel was a mother of two and
became worried when she realized her younger child, Nathan, was not yet speaking like other
children his age. A neighbor recommended The Children’s Center Early Intervention program. 
Nathan was quickly enrolled, and speech therapy began. The plan was for him to transition
from home to attend the Early Head Start center-based program, but the pandemic brought
that plan to a halt. Ethel and her family were enrolled in the virtual services through Early Head
Start. Soon after, Ethel became pregnant with her third child, Valerie. 

As an expecting mom with a young toddler, Ethel decided to enroll in the EHS Home Based 
program where she remembers the valuable information and resources her family advocate
shared. Valerie was enrolled in EHS at 6 weeks old.  With two children growing and learning at
the Center, Ethel decided to share her parent voice to learn and guide the program. As a busy
mom of three, she took the leap and joined The Children Center’s Policy Council. 

Ethel is an active member of Policy Council, accepting the Chair position this year. She enjoys
representing parents in decisions and guiding the program with parent perspective. She
shares her story with other families who can relate, especially moms who might need a
helping hand to get through pregnancy or an encouraging voice to seek resources. 

“I've gained a master’s degree in parenting thanks to The Children's Center. Their love, care,
 and expertise have made parenting lighter and more rewarding.” Ethel says she is grateful for
 her journey and loves being an advocate for children! We are grateful for Ethel! 



In Memory
Dude & Scout DeWitt
     Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Roger Wilson Drake, III
      Roger Drake
Jean Drewry
      Beverly Van Straten
Mary & Terry Duncan
      Anne & Mark Langer
Lewis Dunlow
      Owen & Ann Gillette
Charlotte B. Faison
      Gene & Mary Faison
Gregory Bryant Gillette
      Owen & Ann Gillette
       JL & Darlene Dunlow
Leah & Marshall Hubbard
      Mark Hubbard
Buddy Hyatt
      Nelle Hyatt
Mr. & Mrs. William Thomas Jones
      Judith Terrell
Emerson B. Kitchen
      Joe & Linda Drake
R. T. Lassiter
      Beverly Van Straten
Nancy Todd Lewis
      W.P. & G. Lee Taylor
Mrs. Muche
      Carrie Jones
Ruth Petty
      Anonymous
Rod Phelps
      Owen & Lisa Reece
      Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Rose Pierce
      Denise Smith-Barnes
Eley Powell
     Lauren Harper

In Memory
Angels
      Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Faith Atkinson
      Fidelity Charitable
Dr. Gordon & Polly Bachman
      Margaret Bachman
Bryan Bain
      Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Bertha Barfield
       Mike & Janet Owen
Sammy Bradshaw
     Charlotte Whitley
Jessie Brockenbrough
      Amanda Daugherty
Thelma H. Bunch
      Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
      Holly Ferguson
Nancy Bunn
      Peter Vick
Mr. Harry Christie
      Mike & Janet Owen
Jessie Cobb
      Kay Cloutier
Mary Denson Coburn
      Owen & Ann Gillette
Betty Ann Crabtree
     Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
     Mike & Janet Owen
Charles Cutchins & Sue Sousa
     Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Crenshaw
     Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Cutchins
     Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Zachary Cutchins
     Anonymous
     Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Steven Daugherty
      Amanda Daugherty

      

      

These gifts were given between July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024.

In Memory
Eleanor & Dick Rafferty
      Caty Rafferty
Sarah E. Robb
      Arthur Robb
Caitlin Roche
      Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Sandra E. Roundtree
      Joe & Linda Drake
Virginia Rountree
      William & Sheryl Brinkley
      Gene Crabtree
      Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
      Vicky Doxey
      Carolyn Drier
      Ella Ellis
      Linda Lytton
      Nils & Nancy Melkerson
      LaRoyce Nixon
      Mike & Janet Owen
      Tom & Linda Rountree
      Doris Schompert
      Ralph & Carol Tinkham
      Tabitha Sunday School at   
            Hillcrest Baptist Church
Palmer Runnels
      Georgianna Runnels
Joe Scalco
      Holly Ferguson
Vince Snidow
      Charlotte Whitley
Paula Spradlin
      Mike & Janet Owen
      Tamie Rittenhouse
Herman Stancill
      Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
      Mike & Janet Owen
Charles Stewart
      Amanda Daugherty
Louise Story
      Peter Vick

Individual & Community Gifts
DONORS
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Scan to donate!Scan to donate!



Donors
Anonymous
Jan Aleshire
Joshua & Lindsay Anderson
Bryon & Nancy Arnone
Margaret Bachman
Victoria Bailey
Hannah Bain
Kelsey & Andrew Beard
Lyle Beckner
Carly Bosco
Teresa Boyd
Crystal Brinkley
William & Sheryl Brinkley
Amy & William Britt
Anne Bruehl
Beth Bryant
Dorothy Bryant
Keisha Bullock
Melissa Castillo-Carney
Marti Clark
Kay Cloutier
Steve & Chris Cole, Jr.
Gene Crabtree
Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Amanda Daugherty
Vicky Doxey
Roger Drake
Joe & Linda Drake
Carolyn Drier
J.L. & Darlene Dunlow
Marsha Edwards
Tricia Edwards
Ella Ellis
Patricia Ellsworth
Kirsten Ericksen
Gerald & Corliss Faircloth
Mary Faison
Candice Ferguson
Holly Ferguson
Owen & Ann Gillette

Individual & Community Gifts
DONORS
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These gifts were given between July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024.

In Memory
Carl Sweat
     Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
Annette & Edwin Swientoniewski
     Mike & Janet Owen
Ralph E. Turpin, Jr.
     Margaret Bachman
Jamie Griffin Vaughan
     Owen & Ann Gillette
John Wade
     Charlotte Whitley
Kirck Whitley
     Steve & Chris Cole, Jr.

      

      

      

  

In Honor
700 Staff
     Marti Clark
Bachman Children
     Margaret Bachman
Taylor Rowell Barlow
     Hannah Bain
Holden & Elliott Beard
     Kelsey & Andrew Beard
Mr. & Mrs. Al Briggs
     Peter Vick 
Charles Bunn
     Peter Vick
Carmen, Isaiah, Mariah & Hudson
       Laurie Phillips
Charlie
     Joshua & Lindsay Anderson
Rosalind Cutchins
     John R. & Louise J. Harrup
     Holly Lane
     Mitzi McCoy
     Mike & Janet Owen
     T. Kent & Jennifer Stephenson
     G.Lee Taylor
     Janice Tawney
Raffi Lee Elzarian
     Mike & Janet Owen

In Honor
Holden, Elliott & Quincy
     Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
La’Kisha Jones
     G.Lee Taylor
Carrie Jones
     Mike & Janet Owen
Geneva Kee
     Patricia Ellsworth
Barbara S. Mease
     Kevin & Rosalind Cutchins
     Mike & Janet Owen
Janet Owen
     G.Lee Taylor
Ethel & Bobby Owen
     Mike & Janet Owen
Mike Owen
     Mitzi McCoy
Ravon Perez
     The Lawson Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Powell, III
     Paige Powell
LaTosha Russell
     G.Lee Taylor
Daphne Russell
     G.Lee Taylor
Lisa Smith
     The Lawson Family Foundation
Virginia Lee Story
     Peter Vick
G.Lee Taylor
     Chester & Sandra Hart
Linda N. Vick
     Peter Vick
Bill & Bonnie Widner
     Owen & Ann Gillette
Owen Robert Worley
     Mike & Janet Owen

Scan to donate!Scan to donate!



Donors
S. Bernard Goodwin
Deborah Goodwyn
Ranjit & Lakshmi Goudar
William Gwaltney
Kathy & Timory Hamer
Lauren Harper
John R. & Louise J. Harrup
Chester & Sandra Hart
Bruce Herbkersman
Mark Hubbard
Nelle Hyatt
La’Kisha Jones
Carrie Jones
Brenda Joyner & Rick Bodson
Tamica Lake
Holly Lane
Anne Langer
Tameka Lawrence
Linda Lytton
Mitzi McCoy
Sandra McNally
Nils & Nancy Melkerson
Erin Momper
LaRoyce Nixon
Bobby & Ethel Owen
Mike & Janet Owen
Paul & Laurie Phillips
Darrell Partlow
Benay Patrick
Kymberly Pool
Paige Powell
Jacquelyn Pugh
Caty Rafferty
Owen & Lisa Reece
Tamie & Todd Rittenhouse
Arthur Robb
Donald Robertson
Tom & Lynda Rountree
Georgianna Runnels
V Tracy Savage
Doris Schompert
Denise Smith-Barnes

Community Donors
Bennett’s Creek Sertoma Club
Birdsong Peanuts
Camp Foundations
Center for Nonprofit Excellence
City of Franklin 
City of Suffolk
Eastern Virginia Medical School
Fidelity Charitable
First Horizon
Franklin Presbyterian Church
Franklin-Southampton Charities
Franklin-Southampton United Way
High St. United Methodist Church
Hunterdale Ruritan Club
International Paper
J.L. Camp Foundation, Inc.
James River Equipment
New Creation United Meth. Church
Obici Healthcare Foundation, Inc.
Pab’s Peanut Company
Prime Media Productions
Richard Bennett Trust
Rite Aid Foundation KidCents
Ruth Camp Campbell Foundation
Sertoma, Inc.
Southampton County
Suffolk Foundation
United Way of South Hampton
Roads

Individual & Community Gifts
DONORS
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These gifts were given between July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024.

Donors
Jennifer & Matt Spencer
T. Kent & Jennifer Stephenson
Janice Tawney
G.Lee Taylor
Judtih Terrell
Ralph & Carol Tinkham
Christopher Tsitsera
Albert Valentine
Beverly Van Straten
Peter Vick
Charlotte Whitley

Community Donors
United Way of the Virginia Peninsula
USDA
Virginia Early Childhood Foundation
William M. Camp Foundation
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Our Board
OFFICERS
Jennifer R. Spencer, President
Suffolk

Chris Tsitsera, Vice President I
Franklin

Tameka Lawrence, Vice President II
Policy Council Chair

Lorraine Greene Whitehead,
Secretary
Southampton County

Donald Robertson, Treasurer
Isle of Wight County

BOARD MEMBERS
Deborah Goodwyn
Southampton County

Holly Lane
Suffolk

Kirsten Ericksen
Isle of Wight County

Bernard Kee
Suffolk
 

Lauren Harper
Franklin

Darnell Lee, Jr.
Franklin

Gail Harrison
Suffolk

Deanneen Goodrich
Suffolk

Annual Report Editor
Mary Faison
Front-End Developer
Photography by Brittney Vandiford Photography 
(with the exception of page 9)

Our Directors
Rosalind Cutchins, Executive Director
Janet Owen, Operations Director
Tamie Rittenhouse, Head Start Director
G.Lee Taylor, Early Childhood Education Director
Anne Bruehl, Health Director
Paige Powell, Human Resources Director
LaTosha Russell, Center Based Coordinator 
Darrell Partlow, IT Manager

Our Centers
Texie Camp Marks Children’s Center
Barbara S. Mease Children’s Center at the Jones House
The Children’s Center Executive Suffolk
The Children’s Center Davis Suffolk
The Children’s Center James Smithfield
The Children’s Center Washington Smithfield
The Children’s Center Aurora Courtland 



The Children's Center is a partner with United
Way South Hampton Roads and United Way

Franklin Southampton Area. You can designate
your United Way or Combined Virginia Campaign

to us at Agency #5076!

Commonwealth of Virginia campaignCommonwealth of Virginia campaign  
#29-005076#29-005076

www.childrenscenterva.comwww.childrenscenterva.com

We thank you for your continued
support in our efforts to nurture and 

educate children and families!

The Children’s Center is an equal opportunity provider and employer (minorities/
females/disabled/veterans). We recruit, employ, train, compensate, and promote without regard to race,

religion, creed, national origin, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, veteran status, or
any other basis protected by applicable federal, state, or local law.

@thechildrenscenterofficial

@TheChildrensCenterVA


